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A huge thank you to Graham Wrench, recording engineer, for all his 
time and effort in recording and perfecting the CD. We couldn't have 

done it without you!  

 

Huge thanks also go to Stewart Green, the composer of Sirapite and Main Street (both on 

the CD) and also Narinda, a Paso Double. I’m sure you will be hearing us play all of theses 

amazing new pieces at many of our outings in the future!  EW. 

Nice to hear that David Stokes, our 
American friend, has had his heart 

operation, and we wish him well. 

David played trombone with the band 
some years ago and we hope to see 

him during 2010.  

Still in contact. 

The band CD is available to order from the 

band for £10.00 each (plus p+p). You just 

need to fill in an order form, found on the 

website, to support the band and the Long 

Shop! 

A Huge Thank You. 

Graham making 

himself at home 

on recording day. 

In the last issue of óBrass Notesô I just wrote an article, now Iôm writing this 

much bigger article and editing the whole 

newsletter. Seeing as Iôm doing English lan-

guage AS level at the moment this should be 

very helpful. So here goes... 

2010 is well underway and has been very 

significant for us already because; whilst 

wrapped in sleeping bags, woolly hats and 

hot water bottles, on the last weekend of Feb-

ruary the first CD by Leiston Royal British Legion Band was recorded, 

Sirapite. 

There were two significant starting points for embarking on this venture. Last 

year at the Long Shop Concert Sue commented to the audience that, if we 

ever recorded a CD we would want to do it there due to the great acoustics 

and the association between the works and the band, so when Graham 

Wrench came up to Sue after the concert to inform her that he in fact had 

been recording us the possibility arose. 

At a similar time the 

band were approached 

about the restoration of 

Sirapite, a very rare 

shunting engine built in 

1906. On discovering 

this to be happening 

the band decided to 

commission the concert march ‘Sirapite’ and the Slow March 'Main Street’ 

from Stewart Green, a Suffolk composer and railway enthusiast. So with the 

marches written and the recording engineer as excited as the rest of the 

band the date was set. Everything had to be ready before the unveiling of 

Sirapite, fully restored. 

Even if the band were the coldest we’ve been indoors the CD is a success 

and the funds are being split between the Band and the Long Shop. 

The gig list for this year is already filling up , its going to be a busy yet excit-

ing year with lots of new jobs already arranged.  

As one of my AS levels at the moment I am doing Music, and have had to 

compose a piece of music for 4-10 instruments. I took on the challenge of, 

like Stewart, composing a march. I would like to thank Sue and the band for 

giving up rehearsal time to practise it and to play in my recording that I will 

submit to the examiners!  EW. 

Thanks to Thomas Mills High School for 

lending us the timpani for the recording 
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Billôs Muses... 

Many years ago (This beginning sounds like the start to a fairy tale) a past chairman of the band John 
Bartholomew came to a band committee meeting and told us that if some of us did not get involved in 
the club committee then in a short time we would not have a hall in which to practice. The club house 
had become so run down that you could nearly walk through the walls. Some of us took up the chal-
lenge, got involved, raised money and with the help of two loans from members and a lot of work the 
club house was rebuilt. The voluntary work still goes on. We all know how difficult times are, the club 

still has loans to repay, rates, licenses, heating, water, lighting and accountants to pay. 

I hope this doesn't sound too much like a moan but I have to tell you that there are still some band 
members that have not paid their annual club subscriptions, it’s only £5 a year if you pay on time, £8 if 
you are a late payer. This and your legion membership are the only actual payments we are asked to 
make. All club members have to pay subscriptions. These give the use of the building with heating 
more or less whenever we need to. The total of member’s subscriptions just about pays the rates. This 

really is a pastime on the cheap. Can I tell you a close member of my family 
has to pay £5 a night to take part in a musical activity, this payment just covers 

the use of a hall, insurance and a cup of tea! 

On to lighter matters. Ellie congratulations on your composition, it certainly 

works and received commendation from those of us who heard the rendition. 

This portrait of Emmeline Pankhurst is made up of 4000 photographs of women 
who have taken part in their communities. Our old friend Olly, a past member 

and chairman of the band, is one of them, her citation mentions our band. 

Well we look like we have a busy and varied banding year ahead, enjoy it and 

support us as much as you can. 
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Upcoming Engagements 

25th April PM  St Georges Day Parade. 

16th May AM Aldeburgh Mayor’s Parade. 

30th May PM Friends of Leiston Airfield. 

31st May PM  Framlingham Gala. 

4th June Evening RBL Social Evening, Sizewell Sports and Social Club. 

The beginning of March saw the Band’s deferred AGM, the largest item 
being the adoption of a new band policy which the Royal British Legion had 

just updated. 

The management committee welcomes Bob Skinner and Vicky Tischler to 
it’s ranks and says farewell to Brenda Alexander. Brenda has taken on the 
role of uniforms officer so will be just as busy. I would like to thank her for 

her help on the committee for the last few years. 

You are probably aware of the very sad loss of Derek ‘Dutta’ Doy who 
passed away at the end of the summer. Dutta has led our parades for the 

last few years. 

Dutta was in many ways the model bandsman – always impeccably turned 
out he took pride in his ‘performance’ but at the same time he obviously 
enjoyed his banding. He is much missed by all but will continue to be upheld 
as an example of all that is good about the Leiston Band of the Royal British 

Legion. 

 We played at his funeral in Southwold which was a very moving affair. The 
family decided that part of the collection should go to our band which was 
much appreciated. Dutta’s widow Sue and son Tommy attended a band 
rehearsal and presented a cheque for £750 together with a small Eupho-

nium which will make an excellent starting instrument for the training band. 

This was written for Phillip, training band musical 
director, at Christmas as thanks for all his help 
with making the middle schools brass band a suc-

cess. 

This might seem like Something Stupid but, when 
the Kids Were At The Movies they saw St Anne  
in  a Yellow Submarine. She couldn't do the Can-
Can so she got The Blues. 

For One Moment In Time she dreamt that she 
was sitting Under The Apple Tree with Mack The 
Knife. 

Everybody Needs Somebody, Santa has Rudolf 
and they’re Walking In The Air. 

We need you,you,you. You Raise Us Up so that 
we can rock like a Crocodile. 

 

The training band is doing really well at  the mo-
ment with around more members than they have 
in a long time. We cant wait for them to join the 

Main Band. EW.  

Holiday In The 

Rain. 

Garrett, after leaving his old 
home in the cupboard has 
been on his first holiday, (with 

Brenda  of course) 

Brenda took him up to Glas-
gow, and they seemed to 
have survived the rain! Find-

ing a pub like any bandsman! 

If your going away anywhere  
then Garrett would love to join 
you. We would be pleased to 

share any pictures. 

GARRETT!  

If your going anywhere and 

would like to take Garrett just let 

me know. EW 

Notes From The Chair. Training Band. 
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